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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

IWTIFICATION 

New Delhi, the 19th August, 1952. 

Instrument of Ratification of the Treaty of Cession op the Territory of the 
FREE Town of Chandkrnacore between the President of India and the Presi- 
dent OF THE French Republic signed at Paris on the Second day of February. 
1961, 

S.R.O. 1466. — Whereas a Treaty of Cession of the territory of the Free Town of 
Chandernagore was signed at Paiis on the second day of February, 1951, by the 
Rcpresentative.j of the President of India and the President of the French Republic, 
which Treaty is, woid for word as follow.s; — 

Treaty op Cession the Territory of the Free Town of Chandergacohe. 

PTeamble 

The President of India 
and 

The President of the French Republic, 

Considering that the French Government, in a .spirit of friendship and under- 
standing decided, in accordance with the letters exchanged with the Government 
of the Republic of India on the 29th .Tune 1946 and in conformity with the French 
Constitution, to recognise that the People of the French Settlements in India have 
the right to determine for themselves their destiny and their future status. 

Considering that after the consultation of the people of the Free Town of 
Chandernagore which took place on the 19th June 1949, the Government of the 
French Republic has, at the request of the Government of the Republic of India, 
accepted the appointment, as a provincial measure, of an Indian Administrator 
in this territory on the 2nd May 1950, 

Considering that the Government of the French Republic and the Government 
of the Republic of India have both agreed that the Franco-Indian Commission 
contemplated in Article II of the Protocol annexed to the present Treaty should 
commence its functions from the 2nd May 1950, 

Have decided to conclude a Treaty in order to confirm the cession by the 
French Republic of the territory of the Free Town of Chandernagore to the Re- 
public of India and to settle the problems whtch flov/ from this cession and have 
appointed for these purposes as plenipotentiaries; 

The President of India: 

His Excellenc.v Wing Commander Sardar Hardlt Singh Malik, Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of India In France, 

The President of the French Republic: 
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Mr. Guy de la Tournelle, Director General for Political Artairs at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, 

who, after havng exchanged their letters of authority, which are found to be 
In order, have agreed to the following : 

Article 1 

France transfers to India, in full sovereignty, the territory of the Free Town 
of Chandernagore. 


Article U 

French subjects and citizens of the French Union domiciled in the territory 
of the Free Town of Chandernagore on the day on which the present Treaty comes 
into force shall become, subject to the provisions of the next succeeding Article III, 
nationals and citizens of India. 

Article III 

The persons mentioned in the preceding Article may, by a written declaration 
made within six months following the coming into force of the present Treaty, 
opt for the retention of their nationality. 

The declaration of the father or, if the father is dead, that of the mother, 
shall determine the nationality of unmarried children, less than 18 years of age. 
who shall be specified in such a' declaration. Male children who are married 
shall be over sixteen years of age to be able to exercise the option themselves. 

The declaration of the husband will not determine the nationality of the wife. 

These declarations, which will bo drawn up in duplicate, one In French, the 
Other in English, will be addressed to the appropriate French authorities who will 
Immediately forward to the appropriate Indian authorities the English copy of the 
said declaration. 

Persons who wiU have exercised the option mentioned In the preceding para- 
graphs, will be considered as having never acquired Indian nationality. 

Article IV 

Persons who will have opted for the retention of their nationality In accordance 
with the provisions of Article III of this Treaty and who desire to permanently 
reside or establish themselves in any French territory outside the Free Town of 
Chandernagore shall, on application to the Government of the Republic of India, 
be permitted to transfer or remove such or all of their assets and property as 
they may desire and as may be standing in their names on the date of the coming 
Into force of this Treaty. 


Article V 

The Government of the French Republic transfers to the Government of the 
Republic of India all the properties owned by the State and the public bodies 
lying within the territory of the Free Town of Chandernagore, 

Article VI 

The Government of the French Republic may retain and remove. In consulta- 
tion, with the Goveromaul of the Republic of India, all archives having a general 
hi.siorlc interest, and will place at the disposal of the Government of the Republic 
of India those archives which are of interest to the local administration of 
Chandernagore. 

ArMcIe VII 

The Government of the Republic of India shall succeed to the rights and obli- 
gations re.sulting from acts done bv France for public nurposes concerning the 
administration of the territory of the Free Town of Chandernagore. Financial 
and rnonetarv issues arising from the tran-sfer of the said territory shall be examin- 
ed and determined bg the Franco-Indian Commission already set up and referred 
ID under the terms of the Protocol annexed to ihis Treaty, 

Article Vlll 

■Tudgements and decrees passed before 7nd May IS-'iO bv French iudlcial 
authorities having iiirisdictlon over the territory of the Free Town of Chander- 
nagore and which have become final shall be executed by the appropriate Indian 
authorities. 

Appeals which He from judgements and decrees passed by the said authorities 
before 2nd May, 1950 shaU. subject to the law of limitation In force immediately 
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before the said day, be filed and disposed of as though the said territory had not 
been transferred to India. 

Judgements and decrees from which appeals are pending on 2nd May, 1960 
shall be dealt with by tne Judicial authorities before- whom such appeals are 
pending. 

The provisions of the first paragraph of this Article regarding the execution of 
the judgements md decrees shall apply to the decisions of Judicial authorities 
made under the second and third paragraphs of this Article. 

Article IX 

The Government of the Republic of India shall assist in the continuance of 
Ihe I'rench cultural heritage in the teri'itory of the Free Town of Chandernagore in 
accordance with the wishes of the people of the said territory and shall permit the 
continuance or establishment of cultural services by the Government of the French 
Republic. 

Article X 

The Government of the Republic of India shall take necessary measures to 
permit the law cfllcers who are not government servants and members of the legal 
and liberal professions at present practising in Chandernagore to pursue their 
activities without having to acquire additional quallflcations or to obtain new 
diplomas or hcences or to fulfil any other formalities. Such licences shall be 
renewed, If necejssary, on application. 

Article XI 

Any controversy relating to the application or the Interpretation of the present 
Treaty which cannot be settled through diplomatic negotiations or arbitration 
shall be brought before the International Court of Justice by petition of either of 
the High Contracting Parties. 


Article Xlt 

The French and English texts of this Treaty shall be deemed to be equally 
authentic. This Treatj shall come into force on ratification by the governments 
concerned, the instruments of ratification being exchanged In Paris. 

This Treaty shall be deposited in the archives of the Government of the French 
Republic who shall give one certified copy of the same to the Government of the 
Republic of India. 

Given at Paris with one single copy, February the 2nd. 1951. 

(Sd.) M. GUY DE LA TOURNELLE. 

(Sd.) HARDIT SINGH MALIK. 

PaoTocoL Annexed to the Treaty of Cession of the Territory of the free iown 
OF Chandernagore. 

Article I 

The currency issued in Pondicherry and circulating In Chandernagore shall be 
withdrawn and necessary facilities shall be afforded to the holders of such currency 
to convert it into Indian currency. The French Indian currency thus withdrawn 
at Chandernagore Ijy the Government of the’ Republic of India shall be made over 
to the French Indian authorities who shall take it over against payment of an 
equivalent value in Indian currency. 

Article II 

All flnancial Issues arising out of the . Treaty of Cession, Including those arising 
out of the closing of the accounts of the autonomous budget of the Free Town of 
Chandernagore on 2nd May 1950, shall be examined, and suitable recommendations 
made to the Governments of the Republic of India and of the French Republic 
for their settlemc.nt, bv a Commission consisting of six members, three represent- 
ing each of the two Governments. 


Article III 

The Government of the RenUblic of India shall take over the civil servants 
and employees of the Free Town of Chandernagore and those of the French 
establishments in India who may be serving In Chandernagore on 2nd May 1950, 

Provided that: 

(1) Such civil servants and employees of the French Establi.shments In India 
Who opt to retain their nationality and elect, wlttiin three months of the coming 
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Into tovrQ of tho Treaty, to serve their original administration shall be permitted 
to do so, and who, after having exchanged their letters of authority, which are 
found, to be In order, have agreed to the following: 

(2) Such civil servants and employees of the Free Town of Chandernagore and 
those of the French Establishments in India whom the Government of the Re- 
public of India does not desire to retain In its service shall be given three months 
notice of the termination of their services within one month from the date of the 
coming Into force of the Treaty and shall be entitled to be paid fair compensation 
for the premature termination of their services. 

Given ai Paris with one single copy, 

February the 2nd, 1951 

Guy de la Tournelle, Hardit Singh Malik. 


The President of India, having considered the Treaty aforesaid hereby confirms 
and ratifies the same and undertakes faithfully to perform and carry out all the 
stipulations therein contained. 

In witness whereof this Instrument of Ratification is signed and sealed by the 
President of India. 

Done at New Delhi, the 30th day of May 19.52. 

Seal. 

RAJENDRA PRASAD. 

President of India. 


Paris, the 2nd February, 1951. 
To 

His Excellency the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

PARIS. 


Mr. Minister, 

In the course of discussions which have just taken place at Paris between the 
representatives of our two Governments regarding the Treaty of Cession of 
Chandernagore, the French Government has expressed a desire that provision 
should be made in certain clau.ses of this Treaty: 

• (1) That those inhabitants of thi.s Territory who would opt for the preserva- 
tion of their nationality and who would continue to reside in Chandernagore 
would receive the guarantee from the Government of the Republic of India that 
they would enjoy without discrimination the right.s of man and fundamental liber- 
ties and would retain the right to their property, privileges and Interests; 

(2) that the Government of the Republic of India would not trouble the in- 
habitants of Chandernagore on account of their political activity preceding that 
transfer of the territory; 

(3) that the Government of the Republic of India will plaee no obstacles in 
the way of descendants of persons, who opt to retain French Nationality, conserv- 
ing the nationality of their ancestors. 


In reply, I have informed Your Excellency that my Government thought it 
unnecessary to mention in the Treaty of Cession the guarantee dealt with in para- 
graph numbered (1) alxive, since on the one- hand such a guarantee is contained in 
the Indian Constitution and on the other, India has signed the Declaration of the 
Universal Eights of Man. 


As regards the guarantee mentioned in paragraph numbered (2) above, I pointed 
out to Your Excellency that India having, like France, submitted beforehand, ac- 
cording to the terms of the exchange of letters between the two governments on 
the 29th June 1948, to the free determination of the inhabitants of Chandernagore, 
is thereby pledged not to trouble the.se inhabitant.s because of their political 
activities preceding the transfer of the territory. 

Taking note of the assurances thus made to it, the French Government ha.s, 
however, maintained its request in pointing out that it was necessary, in its opinion, 
to give to the guarantees in question a more explicit character and place them in 
closer relation with the transfer of the territory concerned. 


I then informed Your Excellency that the Government of India was prepared 
to mention these two guarantees in a letter which It would send to the French 
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Government at the time of the signing of the Treaty of Cession and which would 
be considered as an integral part ot the Treaty. In that letter would also be 
mentioned the guarantee contained in paragraph numbered ( 3 ) above, to which 
the Government of the Republic of India was prepared to agree but which it 
preferred not to include In the body of the Treaty itselt. Your Excellency has, 
under these conditions, kindly indicated the agreement of your Government to this 
procedure. 

On the other hand, I added that the Government o£ India was also desirous 
of receiving the assurance that as rar as Art. Ill oi the Protocol annexed to the 
Treaty of Cession is concerned, it was not the intention oi the Frencn Government 
that the provisions of this article shall apply to otticials guilty of misconduct or 
those who might have voluntarily resigned from service in Chandernagore or 
ceased to serve there between 2nd May 1950 and the date on which the Treaty 
comes into force. On this subject Your Excellency has assured me that such was 
also the interpretation given by the French Government to Art. Ill of the Protocol. 

In the course of the negotiations in question, the French Government, while 
declaring itself prepared to give up to the Government of India all the properties 
owned by the State and the public bodies lymg within the territory of the Free Town 
of Chandernagore, has expressed the desire to keep the property of the residence 
of the Administrator of Chandernagore as well as the furniture and the objects 
which embelUsh it. 

The French Government was planning to convert this residence into a “Maison 
de France” where certain souvenirs and certain archives could be collected to 
commemorate the presence of France in Chandernagore, 

I inform Your Excellency that the Government of the Republic of India was 
not in a position to reply favourably to this request and that it desired that the 
residence of the French Administration of Chandernagore should also become 
Indian property. 

My Government having stated their intention to place the residence in question 
at the disposal of the Municipality of Chandernagoio, with orders to the letter to 
install and to maintain there "A House of French Souvenir”, the French Govern- 
ment has agreed to give up the request which it had previously made and It has 
been settled that this question would be decided according to the conditions in- 
dicated by the Government of the Republic of India. 

Please accept, Mr. Minister, the assurance of my highest consideration. 

iSd.) HARDIT SINGH MAUK. 


Miniature Rdpublique Fronoaiaa 

dea 

Affairea Etrungarea Paris le 2 fAvrier 1951 

Monaleur rAmbassadeur, 

Au ooura dea entretiens qui viennent d’avoir lieu & Paris eutro lea repr^sentanta de noa 
deux Qouveriiemenls uu sujut du Trait6 de cession do Chiimiemagor, le Oouvernement fraugaia 
a exporime lo d6sir qu’il aoit pr6vu dans coi tiiiiioB cltiuaes de ce traite: 

(1) Que ooux des^habllanta de co_,^teiTitoire qui opieraient pour la oonsorvatiou de leur 
nationality et oontmuoraient_,^fl .rysidei’i^a Cliandemagor roeovraioiit du Gouvemoment do la 
R6publique do I’inde la garautie qu’ils jouiraiont suus diatinction dea droits de I'homme ot 
dea libertya fondamentalos et oonserveraient la propriyto do lours hiona, lours droita et interAtsj 

(2) quo le Oouveruoruont do la Rypubliquo do I’liido ii’iucpiiyterait paa lea habitants do 
Ohandernagur k I’ooooaiou de lour action politiejuo autyrieureinent k, la oeasion du territoire) 

(3) qUe le Gouvernemeiit de Ja K6pii))liquo de I’lnde ne mettraib auoun obstacle k oe quo 
lea descendants dea peraoimoa ayant opty pour lu nationality franjaiae conaervout la nationality 
de lours ascendants. 

Y 6tre Excellence a bien voulu me fairo oennaitro on nipouBe, que son G ouvemement estunoit 
inutile de mentionner dana le Traity do ooission lu guruutie dont il est question au paragrapho 
numyroty J ol-doasus, ytant donny d’uno jiart quo ootte gai'aiitie so trouvait insorito dans la 
Constitution indienno et d’autre par’t que I’lnde eat aiguataire do la Doclaratlon Universello 
dee Droita de I’Romme. 

Conoemant la garantio faisant I’objet du paragrapho 2 ci-doBaua Vbtre Excellence ni*a 
Indiquy qu’il allait de soi que I’liide, s’otant^comuio la France, soumise par avance, aux tormes 
do 1’ ochange de lettres Interveuu outre los deux gouveriiemeuts lo 29 juiu 1948 k la libro dyter- 
mination des habitants de Ohandernagor, s’eat par la m6iue eiigagCo y ne paa inqulytor 
habitants roooasion de lour action politique antyrieuremeut k la cesaibn du territolro, 
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Le Gouvemement franpaia prenaiit acto de oea oaBuranoea a oependant maintmu aa demande 
en soiilignaiit qu’il iStait nooDaaaiie L sfss yoiuc de donaer aux deux garanties en question un 
oaraoWre plus explioito et en rapport plus direct avec la cession du territoire dont il s’aglt; 

V6tre Excellence a bien voulu alors mo fairo savoir que le Gouvemement de I’Inde 6talt 
dispose it faire flgurer oea deux genantiea dans uno lettre qu’il ferait parvenir au Gouvemement 
Irangais au moment do la signature du Traitfi do oosaion et qui serait oonsiddriSe oomme faiaant 
partie inWgrante do oelui-oi. Dona oette lettre figurerait 6golement la garantie inaorito au 
paragraphe nuiu6rot^ 3 oi-dosEus & loquello le Gouverneraent do la R6publlque de I'lnde 6tait 
pr^t a BouBorire mais qu’il jugeait pr6f6rablo de ne pas montiomier dana le corps du Trait6 de 
oesaion, Dana cea conditions j’ai donnd mon accord A oette procedure. 

VOtre EiceUenoe a ajout6 que do son e0t6 le Gouvemement de I’lnde 6talt ddslreux do 
regevoir I’easuraiice que, ooneemant rtutiole III du Protooule annexe au Trait6 do oeasion, il 
n’entroit paa dans lea intentions du Gouvemement frangaia que lea dispositions do cot article 
Boient appliqu6ee aux fonotionnairee qui auraient enoouru dea sanotJona disciplinoirea on judi- 
oiaires ou & oeux qui pourraiont avoir d6miseionn6 de lour fonotion A Ohandernagor ou oeaaS 
volontairement lour service entre la date du 2 mai et oelle de I'entroo en viguour du trait6. J’ai 
fait oonnaltre & V 6tre Eiuellenoe quo tollo 6tait bien l’interpr6tation quo le Gouvemement 
frangaia donnait & I’artiole III du Protocolo. 

Je dole rappoler par aUloura, qu’au conrs des iiAgociationa dont il vieut d’etre quoation, 
mcgi Gouvemement tout enae declarant dispoad & c6der au Gouvernemont de^la RApublique de 
I’lnde toua leB biens do I’Etat et des oolleotivit^a publiquos qui ae trouvent aur le terrltoub de 
la Ville Libre de Ohandernagor, a manifest^ le d^air do oouaerver la proprl6t6 de la r^denoe de 
I’Adminlatrateur de Chandemagor ainai que dea meublea et objeta la garnisaant. 

Le Gouvemement frangaia ae propoaait de faire de oette r^aidenoe June "Moiaon de Franco" 
ou pourraient ttre rassembi^a certaiua aouvonii's et oertaines arobives rappelant laprAsenoe 
do la France k Obandernagor. 

■yfitre Excellence a bien voulu mo faire oonnaltre que le Gouvemement de la B4pubUque 
de I'lnde n’6tait paa en mesuio de ropondre favorablement k oette demande et qu’if dSstralt 
que la residence de rAdminiatratour frangaia de Chandemagor devint ^galement propridtd 
indionne. 

Le Gouvemement de la R6publique de I’Inile ayant toutefoia pr^oia^ qu’il avait I’intentlbn 
de mottre la r^aidenoo on question k la dispoaition de la Municipality de Ohandernagor, & Oharge 
pour oelle-oi d'y installer et d'y eutretenu' uuo “Maison du Souvenir Frangais”, lo Gouvemement 
trangoia a accepts de ronouoer ik la demande qu’il avait proobdomment formulae et 11 a 6Ut 
oonvouu que oette question aerait r6gl6e dona lea oonditioua mdiqu6e8 par le Gouvemement do 
la Rbpubhque de I’lnde. 

VeuiUea agrber, Monaieur I’AmboBaadeur, lea aaauranoea de ma trba haute oonaidbration 


bon excellence 

LB BARDAK HARDIT BINOH MALIK 
Ambaaaadeur Extroordinairo et 
Plbnipotentiore de I’lnde, 

PARIS. 


GUY DE lA TOURNELLB 


[No. 40a-Eur.I/6Z.] 


B. F. H. B. 'TYABJI, Jt, Seey. 



